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not therefore conclude he has reached the other. To
the one, a little natural moderation and quietness of
temper may be sufficient to conduct us ; but to the
other, we can only attain by much discipline and
slow advances; and when we think we have made
great way, we shall often find reason to confess in
the hour of trial, that we had greatly, far too greatly,
overrated our progress.
When engaged too in the prosecution of this
course, we must be aware of the snares which lie in
our way, and of the deceits to which we are liable:
and we must be provided against these impositions,
by obtaining a full and distinct conception of the
temper of mind with regard to human favour, which
is prescribed to us in the Scriptures; and by con-
tinually examining our hearts and lives, to ascertain
how far we correspond with it. This will keep us
from substituting contemplation in the place of ac-
tion, and from giving ourselves too much up to those
religious meditations, which were formerly recom-
mended ; in which we must not indulge to the neg-
lect of the common duties of life. This will keep us
also from mistaking the gratification of an indolent
temper for the Christian's disregard of fame : for, let
it never be forgotten, we must deserve estimation,
though we should not possess it; we must force the
men of the world to acknowledge, that we do not
want their boasted spring of action to set us in
motion; but that its place is better supplied to us by
another, which produces all the good of theirs with-
out its evil: thus demonstrating the superiority of
the principle which animates us, by the superior
utility and excellence of its effects. The worldly
principle may indeed render us kind, friendly, and
beneficent; but it will no longer instigate us to pro-
mote the happiness or comfort of others, than whilst
we are stimulated by the desire of their applause;

